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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OF THE 

life ann mrttmgs 

OF 

PATRICK COLQUHOUN, Esq. LL.D. 



HPHE contemplation of the characters of private individuals, 
who by their actions, have contributed to benefit their 
fellow creatures, must ever form a useful lesson to mankind: 
it points the way which others should follow, it becomes 
the incentive to virtuous exertion, and tells the rising gene- 
ration the best mode of employing those talents with which 
they may be fortunately gifted. I have somewhere read, 
that the way most pleasing to God is that which is useful 
to man ; and if this observation is at all applicable to any 
individual, it is eminently so to the one, a brief sketch of 
whose active and laborious life I now have undertaken 
to review. If great energy and integrity of character, 
steadiness of purpose, virtuous perseverance in well-doingi 
unappalled by difficulties of no ordinary magnitude, clear- 
ness of intellect, great comprehensiveness of mind, with en- 
larged and benevolent views of all objects within its grasp, 
have at any time acquired, and fixed the respect and applause 
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of mankind ; such respect and applause have been eminently 
acquired by that distinguished Individual, a recital of the 
principal actions of whose meritorious life, now nearly octo- 
genarian, it is my grateful task, from the possession of some 
authentic documents, to arrange.— The perusal of them will 
form the best eulogy of his character ; and the rapid succession 
of important events, the amazing activity both of body and 
mind almost incessantly employed without diminution of 
their powers, connected with the arduous accomplishment 
of useful designs for the public good, must strike the 
attention of the reader with admiration and surprise. The 
trophied laurels gained in the tented field by the slaugh- 
terers of mankind, excised either by the blind policy of states 
ox the inordinate ambition of individuals, 

From Maccedouia> madman to the Swede, 

# 

.glaringly attract the attention of the world ; while he, who 
in the peaceful tenourofhis way contributes to the essential 
comfort and prosperity of mankind, comparatively passes 
almost silently to the grave; the thinking part of society, 
however, and the reflecting philosopher in his retirement, 
fully appreciate the characters : what is more, the lasting 
beneficial effects of the well-concerted and wisely executed 
plans of the benevolent political economist for the happiness 
of his fellow-creatures, will be gratefully hailed by millions 
yet unborn, and will give a lasting memorial to his actions; 
and thus he lives beyond the grave, while the name of the 
other will only survive 

To point a moral or adorn a tale. 



( 5 ) 

But the short compass in which this biographical sketch 
must necessarily be comprised, does not admit of that detail 
of observations which the numerous incidents of a long, 
aetive, and useful life imperatively require. 

Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. the subject of the following 
memoir, was born in the royal borough of Dumbarton, 
in North Britain, on the 14th day of March, in the yea* 
1745, old stile : he has therefore now attained the 74th year 
of bis age. He is descended, both by the father and mother 
(both bearing the same name), from the antient family of 
Colquhoun, which has intermarried with several of the first 
nobility in Scotland, and which, at different periods, has 
filled high official situations in the state. His relation Sir 
Robert Colquhoun, Bart, of Nova Scotia, who represents 
the family as heir male, now commands a regiment in the 
East Indies. The family estate of Luss is in the possession 
of Sir James Colquhoun, the heir female, whose grandfather 
assumed the name of Colquhoun. Mr. Colquhoun V father 
died at the early age of 44, holding at the time the office 
of local Judge and Register of the Records of the county 
of Dumbarton, he was a class-fellow of the late Dr. Smollet ; 
and his son, the subject of the present sketch, received the 
rudiments of his education at (he same seminary. 

Before Mr. Colquhoun had attained his sixteenth year, 
(so early did his ardent mine! look 1o independent pursuits) 
he embarked for the colony of Virginia, for the purpose 
of following commercial views. His residence there was 
in the Peninsula called the eastern shore, comprising two 
counties separated by the Chesapeake Bay, at a distance 
of seventy miles from the chief territory and population 
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of the province. At the age of 18 years, he crossed the Bay- 
twice annually, to be present at the general courts at the 
seat of government, at which all the principal inhabitants 
were collected, for the purpose of attending law -suits, and of 
transacting commercial affairs. Such at this early period of 
his life was the confidence placed in his abilities and prudence, 
that, during these aquatic journies, he was employed also 
by others to transact business of considerable importance. 

During his residence in America, Mr. Colquhoun asso-. 
ciated chiefly with gentlemen of the profession of the 
law. With the advantages of this society, and a tolerable ' 
library, he finished his own education, amidst the wilds of 
trans-atlantic woods, a circumstance remarkable and extraor- 
dinary, considering his great attainments, and which marks 
at once the fertile resources of his genius. After a residence 
of nearly five years, his health being greatly impaired, he 
returned to his native country in 1766, and in the following 
year took up his abode permanently in the city of Glasgow, 
and soon after formed connections of the very first respectabi- 
lity with gentlemen of talents and fortune. 

In 1775, Mr. Colquhoun married a lady of his own name, 
the daughter of James Colquhoun, Esq. Chief Magistrate 
of Dumbarton, by whom he has bad seven children, four of 
whom, a son and three daughters, have survived. In February 
1810, he had the misfortune to lose his wife, a lady of the 
most amiable domestic virtues. 

* In the year 1776, during the American war, Mr. Colquhoun 
<was one of the fourteen principal contributors to a fund for 
-raising a regiment for his Majesty's service from the population 
:pf the city of Glasgow, which sfterwayd* greatly distinguish^! 
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itself. In 1779, be first transacted business in London with 
Lord North, then Prime Minister. Being delegated on public, 
business, he again visited London in 1780, when he succeeded, 
in carrying a Bill through Parliament, of the greatest import- 
ance, at that period, to the trade of the country ; and in 
the same year be was chosen a Member of the Council of 
the city of Glasgow, and also a local Magistrate. He 
originated a scheme in 1781 for building a Coffee-house, 
and improving the Exchange of Glasgow, which termi- 
nated in that splendid building attached to the Exchange, 
and which has since proved the greatest ornament and 
convenience to the city, being the admiration of all strangers. 
In the month of July of the same year, being then a city 
Magistrate, he was chosen a Commissioner to represent 
the city in the convention of royal boroughs of Scotland, 
then assembled at Edinburgh. 

In January 1782, he was unanimously elected chief Magisr 
trate for the city of Glasgow, and such was the universal 
esteem in which he was justly held, that, contrary to general 
usage, he was continued in office three successive years ; and 
has been for many years the highly respected and venerable 
father of that city. In the same year in which he was so 
honourably chosen Chief Magistrate of Glasgow, he was 
appointed Commissioner by the convention of royal boroughs 
pf Scotland to proceed to London, to obtain an Act of 
Parliament to place the British linen manufactory upon 
the same footing with that of Ireland,. 

Glasgow having greatly extended, and having become a 
manufacturing as well as a commercial city, and legislative 
facilities being required in consequence of changes which 
were taking place, and as there existed then po combined 
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body of men interested in the diversified branches of trade, 
calculated to collect information, or to give force, energy, 
or system to any public measure necessary for partial or 
general benefit, Mr. Colquhoun turned bis thoughts to the 
means of remedying this ' inconvenience, and devised a 
chamber of commerce and manufactures, for which he 
afterwards obtained a rojral charter, erecting the same into 
a corporation. This Institution has since proved of essential 
service to the trade and manufactures of the city. In this 
year, likewise, he was elected president of the Committee 
of Management of the Forth and Clyde Canal ; to the affairs 
of which he paid much attention, for nearly ten years, as 
a great national object. In the year 1783, we find this 
indefatigable Magistrate chosen chairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Manufactures, now consisting of about 
300 members, 217 of whom attended the election — so that, 
in this year, Mr. Colquhoun had his comprehensive mind 
employed in attending to the functions of the following 
important situations, besides being necessarily occupied by 
tin ardent attention to private concerns : — 

1. Lord Provost of Glasgow. 

2. Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce and Manu- 
factures. 

3. Chairman of the Tontine Society. 

4. Chairman of the Committee of Management of the 
Great Canal, and of some other public Institutions. 

In the spring of this year, Mr. Colquhoun proceeded to 
Manchester to collect information relative to the then extent 
of the rising manufactures, preparatory to a negociation 
with the Minister, and for obtaining the assistance of the 
Manufacturers in England, in propping a drawback on 
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. the bleaching materials. After a most tedious and laborious 
pegociation with Lord John Cavendish, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and with other members of government, which 
ultimately proved successful, the Convention of Royal 
Boroughs transmitted to him a vote of thanks, accompanied 
by a handsome piece of plate, as a mark of the high spnse 
they entertained of the services rendered to the manufactures 
of the country. This being the year, also, • in which Mr. 
Colquhoun, while in London, obtained a royal charter for 
erecting the Chamber of Commerce into a Corporation, 
that respectable body voted him their thanks, accompanied 
by a valuable piece of plate. This was, likewise, the year 
when Mr. Colquhoun was, on the 30th of September, 
unanimously chosen, for the third time, Lord Provost of 
Glasgow ; he was, at the same time, appointed a Magistrate 
for the County of Lanark, and a delegate from the Council 
of Glasgow, for the election of a member for Parliament. 

In October, 1781, Mr. Colquhoun ceased to fill the office 
of Chief Magistrate of Glasgow, but continued to execute 
the duties of a County Justice of the peace, and to attend 
sedulously to his own affairs, and also to all other objects 
respecting the trade and manufactures of the city, and to other 
public objects connected with the prosperity of the country. 

In 1785, we find Mr. Colquhoun's attention almost unceas- 
ingly devoted to the means of relieving the distresses of the 
manufacturers in different branches, particularly those engaged 
'in fabricating cotton, in printing calicoes, in the tobacco 
manufactures, and in other trades. And in March of this year, 
be was earnestly solicited to proceed to London, delegated by 
all the Manufacturers of Scotland, to meet those of England, to 
concert measures to qvert the calamities which were likely to be 
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Caused by the adoption of the Irish propositions, and (o obtain 
legislative relief for the languishing condition of the cotton 
manufactures. In March he was sedulously and constantly 
engaged, in conjunction with the Delegates of the manufac- 
turers from different parts of England, in representations 
and in negotiations with the Minister, and in conference 
with Members of Parliament representing the different districts 
from whence the Delegates were sent. After encountering, 
and ultimately overcoming numerous difficulties, Mr. Colqu- 
houn, after a residence of three m'onths in London, finished 
the object of his mission, the result of which was, that by 
a new modification of the Irish propositions, marry points were 
conceded to the British manufacturers. The Manufacturers 
of printed goods were also exempted from an additional 
duty which was contemplated, and an act was obtained, 
which was considered as extremely beneficial; and further, 
the cotton and muslin manufacturers obtained a repeal of 
the duties which pressed hard upon them. 

These advantages, obtained after the most unwearied exer- 
tions, laid the foundation for that burst of prosperity which 
the cotton Manufacturers afterwards experienced, and made 
deep impression on the minds of all the parties concerned, 
who expressed their gratitude by the presentation of four valu- 
able pieces of plate, with appropriate inscriptions and devices, 
from four different public bodies. At the same time, on 
Mr. Colquhoun's return to Glasgow, the Corporation of 
Weavers unanimously resolved — 

" To bestow the freedom of their Corporation on Patrick 
Colquhoun, Esq. late Lord Provost of the city, in testimony 
of their approbation of his public conduct; particularly of 
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his seasonable and spirited efcertions in warding -off; ft6toa the 
muslin manufactures of thfe country, an oppressive and 
ruinous tag, equally pernicious to the landed interests, the 
Manufacturers, and the great collective body of the people; 
hurnbly requesting that Mr. Colquhoun will honour them by 
his acceptance of this public demonstration of their esteem 
and gratitude, and permit them to add his rtanad to the roll 
of the corporation. 
" Signed, at Glasgow, the 16th of July, 
1785, in the name, and by the appoint- 
ment of the Corporation, 

" John Pau&, Deacon." 

Notwithstanding the multiplicity of all these important 
and urgent avocations, Mr. Colquhoun, from 1783 to 1789) 
published the following works, in furtherance of the various 
national objects committed to his management :— 

1 . Observations on the present State of the Linen and 
Cotton Manufactures - - - • - Printed 178S 

2. Case relative to the proposed System of Interchange 

of British Manufactures with Ireland - - 1?85 

3. Case of the Cotton and Linen Printers of Great 
Britain. r 1785 

4. Case of the British Merchants who traded to 
America previous to the late War - - . 1787 

5. An Important Question relative to the present 
Competition between the Calico and Muslin Manufactu- 
rers of Great Britain, and the same Species of Goods 
imported from India. ..... tfgg 

6. An important Crisis in the Calico and Muslin 
Maaufiwtoifi of Gfeat Britain explained - - 1788 
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' 7. Observations on the relative Resources of the 
East India Company for Productive Remittances, and 
on the National Loss occasioned by the Importation of 
the same Species of Cotton Goods which can be manu- 
factured in Great Britain. .... J 788 

8. Observations on the Means of extending the Con- 
sumption of British Calicoes, Muslins, and other Cotton 
Goods, and of affording Pecuniary Aid to the Manufac- 
turers, under Circumstances of the highest Advantage to 

the Trade. - 1788 

9. Queries on the present Distressed Situation of the 
Cotton Manufactures of Great. Britain, and on the Means 

of Relief. - - - - '- - - 1788 

10. A Representation of Facts relative to the Rise and 
Progress of the Cotton Manufactures in Great Britain, 
with Observations on the Means of Extending and 
Improving this valuable Branch of Trade - - 1789 

11. A Representation of (he Facts relative to -the 
Sufferings and Losses of the Merchants residing in Great 
Britain who carried on Trade to the United States of 

. America, previous to the Revolution there - 1789 

During the interval from 1785 to 1788, Mr. jUolquhoun 
continued to devote a portion of his time to public business, and 
to the means of extending and improving the trades and 
manufactures of his country, and in devising plans to remove 
the difficulties which were opposed to their extension, 
which now became an important desideratum, occasioned 
by the rapid increase of the cotton mills, not only 
in England, but also in Scotland. In consequence of 
this state of things, a general meeting of the Manufacturers 
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was called, and Mr. Colquboun was strongly solicited once 
more to advocate tbeir cause in London. He accordingly* 
proceeded to Manchester on his way to the metropolis, 
for the purpose of collecting accurate information as to the 
then situation and actual extent of the mills, and of the state 
of the cotton manufactures in England. After passing two 
days there, and after having obtained the fullest infor- 
mation, he arrived in London, and associated himself 
with the principal Manufacturers then on the spot. His 
first object was to prepare a digested view of the actual state 
of the cotton trade in Great Britain in 1788, which he pre- 
sented to the Minister Mr. Pitt, who until that period, had had 
no means of procuring a general view of the rise and progress 
of this important manufacture* Mr. Colquhoun was further 
employed in preparing papers for the press, calculated to 
elucidate the subject, and for the purpose of distribution 
among the Members of Parliament and of his Majesty's 
Government, with whom, and with the East India Directors; 
conferences were at different times held. As the result, an 
Act of Parliament was afterwards obtained exempting British 
Manufactures from Auction duty, in contemplation of public 
sales, after the manner of the East India Company, as the 
means of extending the demand of British manufactures, and 
of rendering them better known On the Continent by a cheaper 
diffusion. Mr. Colquhoijn, reluming to Scotland by the 
way of Manchester, .received on the 12th of June, the thanks 
of the manufacturers for his services in London. On the 
20th of the same month, a very numerous meeting of the 
manufacturers of Glasgow voted their thanks for the services 
rendered the trade, which was followed up on the 24th of 
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*bo tarn* month Ijy a similar vole from the manufacturers 
tfP*Wey. 

Q$ the 1 9th of March of the same year, the Governors 
WK> Council of the Forth and Clyde Navigation, unani- 
mously voted their thanks to Mr, Colquboun, with a piece 
of plate; value 100/,, in testimony of the benefits derived 
by the proprietors from hi? services in the management and 
aoperintendauce of that important establishment, and which 
has since proved also so useful to the country. 

At the dose of the present yw> 1798, Mr* Cotyuhoun went 
toQstend, being then a depot, for £aat India goods, to ascer- 
tain how fiir similar British manufactures could enter into 
competition in (he sales in that part After making arrange- 
ments for an experiment the enduing spring, he returned to 
London in January 1789, and finished a convention which 
promised to prove highly beneficial to the trade at large ;. but 
the jealousies which arose among some of the more, opulent 
manufacturers, ultimately defeated one of the best measure* 
which could have been adopted for the benefit of the whole, 
and which afterwards became a subject of regret with some 
of the leading opposers, and a great disappointment to a 
numerous class of industrious manufacturers, who looked 
forward to the measure with a well-founded confidence that 
k would hate been the means of renovating the trade then 
greatly depressed. 

la the spring of the year 1789, Wr. Colquboun visited 
Flanders and Brabant, to open a mart in those countries for 
the relief of the then distressed manufacturers, and returning 
to London, he continued nearly three months constantly 
tagaged in vetiot* otgwto WRfflxfcA witfc ^ j^pw,v9©eflt 
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of the commercial and manufacturing interests, and having 
succeeded in various points of great importance, by cort* 
fereftces with the Minister, he returned to Glasgow early 
in the month of August, having during his absence accom- 
plished the following important objects :— 

1st. His efforts in Flanders and Brabant rendered the 
then infant manufactories of muslins known on the Continent, 
and which in some measure laid the foundation for that 
extensive demand which, afterwards took place. 

2d. He procured a renewal of the act obtained by him 
in 1783, allowing a drawback on bleaching materials, which, 
but for his exertions at a critical moment, would have been 
lost*. 

3d. He procured certain amendments to be introduced into 
the Excise Tobacco Bill, which removed the objectionable 
parts, so as to meet the wishes of the importers and the 
manufacturers. 

4th. He was instrumental, after great exertions at a very 
critical moment, in procuring the insertion of the names of 
various merchants in the city of Glasgow, who had property 
confiscated in America during the war, in a Bill brought into 
Parliament, which enabled the parties concerned to recover 
a very considerable sum of money which would have been 
otherwise lost, 

5th. He procured the passing of an Act to exempt piece 
goods exposed to sale by public auction, so as to place the 
goods on the same footing as the piece goods sold by the 
East India Cofopany. 

0th. He finally arranged with the parties in London the 
great and important plan of a Cotton Hall for the sale of 
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British manufactures in London, free of auction duty, on 
the same footing as East India goods in respect to foreign 
purchasers, by a general periodical exhibition, supported 
by a very large capital, for the assistance of the manu- 
facturers, and to be available in anticipation of the sales ; 
and had the manufacturers been universally true to them- 
selves, and had not the French war soon after taken place, 
the benefits which- would have resulted from this great 
national establishment would have been incalculable. * 

In the month of November in the year 1789, Mr. Colqu- 
boun finally settled in London with his family— still con- 
tinuing his exertions in promoting every object which 
tended to give vigour, and prosperity to the trade andmanu* 
factures of Great Britain; and in affording his assistance 
in promoting useful legislative regulations whenever they 
were found necessary, during the years 1790 and 1791. 

In 1792, the state of the police of the metropolis being 
long a subject of reproach, from its inefficiency and from 
the want of a proper and more intelligent magistracy, an 
act was passed in this year, authorising the establishment 
of seven public offices, with three justices to each, under 
a parliamentary establishment, andsMr. Colquhoun having 
been appointed to one of these offices, he immediately turned 
bis attention to the subject of police, to the errors and 
imperfections of the then existing system, an4 to the means 
of improvement. 

In that part of the metropolis which does not include, the 
City of London, all the inferior Magisterial duties, with 
some few exceptions, were, for many years conducted by 
certain Individuals who were generally denominated Trading 
Justices. Nothing could be cm a worse footing than the 
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then state of the Police, The object of the Legislature was 
to obtain a purer * and more intelligent Magistracy under a 
stipendiary system; pledged tp attend regularly at the differ- 
ent public offices and to receive no fees or emoluments except 
their Parliamentary salaries. The benefits derived from this , 
new establishment by the lower classes of the people espe- 
cially, have been almost incalculable, as it sheltered them 
against those expensive litigations arising from petty assaults 
and other trifling disputes, which under the old system 
were sent to the Quarter Sessions merely to increase the 
emoluments of the Trading Justices. * 

Such, however, were the great police objects Mr. Colquhoun 
prospectively embraced in his view, that, in accepting the 
appointment of a Police Magistrate, he did not look forward 
merely to the vapid official routine of hearing and investigating 
charges, and of committing offenders for trial, he contemplated 
a wider range. He kept steadily in view the improvement 
of a system of Police which had long been a disgrace to the 
metropolis: for, while he acted as a Magistrate on the bench, 
he eagerly seized every opportunity to investigate the nature 
and extent of the various moral evils which afflicted society, 
to enable him with greater certainty to suggest practicable 
and efficient remedies. Although, however, we have to 
lament, that many of his suggestions for the prevention of 
offences have not, from various causes, yet obtained the 
sanction of the Legislature; yet the public has the satisfac- 
tion to know, that in all instances where these suggestions 
have been acted upon, the most complete success has 
followed, as will be fully shown in the sequel : and what 
will convey not a little surprise, but not less surprise than 
truth, to the reader, when he is informed of the extraordinary 
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labours in the jmblic ienoke, for mote than a quarter of a 
century, he hat never cost the State one farthing.* M oreover* 
lie disclosed to the public, above 20 years ago, all those 
prominent evils? which (he reports of the Committees of the 
House of Commons have recently displayed to the view of 
the nation. 

In 1793, the year after Mr. Cokjuhoun had been appointed 
one of the Police Magistrates under the Police Act, he 
received the public thanks of the silk Manufacturers of 
Spitalfields, couched in warm and grateful language, and 
signed by Mr. George Hubert, their Chairman, " for his 
great attention and assiduity in putting into execution tht 

laws against persons gtrifty of embezzlement, *fld 6thet 
offences in the silk manufactory, and which have tended 
effectually to check a system of depredation which formerly 
occasioned a loss to the manufactures, of very considerable 
amount/' 

In the years 1794 and 1795, which were marked by A 
turbulent spirit in the people, spreading a general alarm 
not only in the metropolis, btft throughout the coanCry, 
Mr. Cbhjuhoun, then resident in the Eastern district of 
London, laboriously exerted himself in counteracting the 
dangerous effects which were likely to result from dtfdi 
unrestrained turbulence. The mass of information he in* 
dastrionsly collected with respect to the nature, extent and 
plans of some seditious associations which then e&isted, 
greatly assisted in enabling his Majesty's Mtebtenr, before 

* See page 57, for an Extract from the 0p#eeli of tie fesrettiyc* St** <* 
the Introduction of the Thames Police BtH, preying this fact from the great 
annual sayings and increase of revenue htsMafttfur* prOdttcetT to ttfe Stale, 
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whom It was laid, in devising measures for their defeat. Not 
satisfied with corporeal labour in the meritorious discharge 
of his duly, during which his life, highly precious to a 
rising family, was sometimes endangered in the tumults 
which occurred, this conscientious Magistrate, with a spirit 
which ought to animate the breast of every public man, 
wrote, published, and circulated, at his own expense, several 
thousand copies of a pamphlet, recommending and pointing 
out the means of economizing food, which, especially in the 
article of bread, had risen to what was then considered to 
a very high price. 

' In all communities which have existed in the world, there 
are always found some individuals, who, frorn various causes, 
ate mischievous enough to take advantage of any insubor- 
dinate spirit that may arise among the people, to goad them 
on to acts of violence. At this time such a seditions spirit 
manifested itself, connected with circumstances arising out 
of that hydra-headed monster, the French Revolution, and 
increased by the higjh price of provisions. ' Mr. Colquhoan, 
with the wisdom and benevolence of a true political-econo- 
mist, clearly saw' that the mere action of coercive' law, 
without attention to the removal of the causes of discontents, 
Ivould be insufficient in restraining' those who are ur^ed 
on to violence by deprivation of food. He therefore 4 did 
incalculable good, by acting with a Commiftce 1 of benevolent 
Quakers in drawing the attention of the public to the 1 pre- 
paration of cheap and wholesome soups for the poor' In 
Spital fields; and afterwards by representations to the Lord 
Mayor, and personal activity with some of the most respect- 
able citizens at Lloyd's, he laid the foundation for those 1 

• • * - * . -! J.'*.. ,"»* 
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« 

economizing e$tablisbni£iijU which have been, under the 
pressure of scarcity, sp useful to the poor. 

fmpprtant and laborious as were tbe occupations, both 
of hpdy and mind, which engaged Mr. Colquhoun's attention, 
from 1793 to 1795. he Mill found time, I almost said 
jnade it, for another object of great national magnitude; 
yj?. devising means for counteracting the excessive evils 
prising from counterfeit coin and base money, which 
*rcre circulated to a very great extent at this period. After 
much patient labour and indefatigable investigation, he 
detected and apprehended many of these nefarious comers, 
and exhibited a li§t of 130 persons engaged in the 
treasonable practice of fabricating, not only the current coin 
of the realn}, but of different foreign states, to so large an 
extent, as to become, from nefarious cupidity, the object of 
great commercial speculation. As the existing laws were 
pot sufficiently operative, he directed his attention to their 
deficienpes, and by tbe sanction of Government, and with 
the able assistance of the present Recorder and the Solicitor 
of tbe Mint, framed a bill in 1796 for obviating this offence, 
so injurious to the interest of the public; and although this 
Salutary measure from unforeseen cause waa not submitted to 
the Legislature, the services rendered to !he public by ttyo^ 
who prepared this important bill are not the less meritorious* 
ajs it i$ hoped its beneficial effects will be experienced who* 
itfl pj;o visipni may be passed into a law. And in 1798, Mr. 
Cojguhoiui received the acknowledgement from the tbea 
Secretary of §tate, that, owing to his discovery and detection* 
large quantify, pjf counterfeit dpljars were. collected. for expor- 
tation to North America and the West Indies, and that letters 
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were in consequence written to Hid MkjeSty'k Govertiofs in 
all the Colonies to prevent the further circulation. 

The successful labours of Mr. Colquhoun in 1793, already 
mentioned, for preventing and detecting the depredations com- 
mitted on the property of the silk weavers, were more fully 
Celt this year (1796,) when he again received the unanimous 
thanks of the committee, " for his kind and unremitted 
assistance and exertions, whereby the perpetrators of the 
robbery of the silk belonging to Mr. J. Lewis Desormeaux, 
one of the members of this society, were discovered and 
brought to trial and conviction, and the stolen property, of 
large amount and value, restored to the owner." Signed by 
William Wilson, and the other gentlemen of the committee. 

Alive at all times to the diminution of rices and crimes, 
Mr. Colquhoun did not suffer the condition of the Public 
Houses, too often the receptacles as well as the lure for idle- 
ness and dissipation, to escape his ever vigilant attention, be- 
accordingly, as early as 1794, framed and suggested various 
regulations which were adopted by the Licensing Magistrates 
of the Tower Hamlets, and at the same time published bis 
" Observations on Public Houses," which brought under the 
review of the public, and particularly the Brewers and tho> 
Magistracy, so many new, important and useful facts as after- 
wards called forth warm acknowledgements in the following 
handsome vote of thanks : 

At a Special Meeting of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace, 
acting for the Towefc Hamlets, 9th February, 17(8, 
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Resolved unanimously. 

That the Magistrates of the Tower Division, 

fully impressed with the services rendered by Patrick Col- 

quhoun, Esq. to the Hamlets, by his active exertions, return 

him thanks for these exertions, and request that he will favor 

them by considering himself an honorary member of their 
meetings. 

r James Rowswell, 
By order of the Magistrates. -J Charles Lush, 

v John Smith. 

Mr. Colquhoun soon found, after his appointment io the 
Magistracy under the Police Act, however useful that act 
was, that much still remained to be done in the prevention, 
particularly of those misdemeanours and crimes which 
were committed from the great facilities for the sale of 
stolen goods which receiving-shops afforded. Their sup- 
pression formed an object of his anxious thoughts, as the 
new Act was totally inadequate to the effect. He therefore 
had a Bill prepared for the accomplishment of 4his great 
point, which received the approbation of Government, and 
was only not passed into a law in consequence of the pre- 
eminent employment of Parliament on the weighty concerns 
of the Revolutionary war. 

The consideration that the public attention should be fixed 
upon the necessity and importance of a well regulated 
Police, applicable in all its bearings to the prevention of crime 
and the preservation and encouragement of moral quietism 
in the people, induced Mr. Colqtihoun after a patient and 
laborious collection of materials, to publish that important 
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and highly useful work, « The Treatise on the Police of the 
Metropolis. 9 ' ...,":. 

The many gratuitous and beneficial ads Mr. Colquboua 
had by this time performed for the public in each extremity 
of >the Island— the high reputation which had followed hirti 
from Glasgow to London— his active industry as a Magistrate 
—his keen penetration and assiduous perseverance in the de- 
tection of crime—his prompt but merciful administration of the 
laws from the benevolent tendency of his mind, and the known 
comprehensiveness of his views—pointed him out at once to 
the public as the author of this work, originally published 
anonymously. It was, consequently, eagerly sought for, and 
read with avidity; it soon passed through six large editions ; 
and all the reviewers, in the several stages of Us progressive 
editions, rose unitedly in encomiastic strains for the great 
utility and advantage which the municipal regulations of 
. the metropolis received from the information it conveyed.' 
It speedily attracted the attention of the legislature : the S8th 
Report of the Select Committee of Finance alluded to it in 
terms . of high approbation : and in their statement to the 
House recommended the plan of Police drawn up by P. Col- 
quhoun and Charles Poole, Esqrs. mentioning that 4ho«ubj6ef 
was further elucidated by the examination of Mr. Colqirtioun. 
Mr. Colquhoun had also, the gratification to receive the per- 
sonal thanks, on this subject, of his Grace the Duke of 
Portland, then Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
transmitted to him in the annexed very handsome letter. 

Saturday Night, 13th August, 1790.. 

Sir, ;. . . 

I bad the pleasure of receiving on the 2nd inst. 

two marks of your attention Mid confidence, for which 1 
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consides myself vmrj much oblged to yon. The tot, I 
mean the new edition of your treatise on the Police of the 
Metropolis, i& a debt to which though my pabiic station gives 
me a right to claim a priority; all the King 1 * servants, all 
the friends of order and good Government, in short all the 
weU-m*aning part of the public, into whose hands it may 
tail, will certainly insist upon bearing their share of thank* to 
yon in common with me, for I can assure you I have never 
heard that work named without applause and gratitude; 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) Portland 

And His Grace also conveyed io Van the gracious notice of 
the King, a monarch who knew well how to appreciate mom! 
conduct) and who was always attentive to the moral recti- 
tude of his people, in the following flattering and merited 
terms: 

a I am commanded to express to you the high satisfaction 
with which his Majesty observes your unremitting and zealous 
attention to all the objects which come within the scope of 
your* official situation, and to the means of establishing a 
system of morality and good, order hi the Metropolis* 

"I am.&c. &c. 

(Signed) « Po*tlaho." 

But the extent of Mr. Golqahoun's labours for improving 
the police, did not end with suggesting and publishing the 
means— he felt for the wretched condition of the criminals, 
particularly for those who, with loss of character, were 
released f rpm the gaols and hulks, and were, turned out 
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again upon society without the means of getting employment, 
he, therefore, with the patriotic feelings of humanity, direc- 
ted the attention of the public to the subject. 

The reputation which the work on the police acquired, 
and the beneficial effects resulting from its practical suggestions 
en police regulations, were not confined to this island, for 
H was translated into the languages of the Continent, and 
attracted the attention of the government of 4he United States 
ef America, where its principles hare been adopted and acted 
upon, and where it is mentioned in transatlantic publications, 
as " one of the most valuable books to the legislature that 
ever was published."— It soon made its way; too, into our 
East India possessions, and to the West India Colonies; and 
such was the impression made upon the legislative body of 
the Virgin Islands, that in appointing Mr. Colquhoun to the 
confidential situation of Agent to that colony in Great Britain, 
ttay g*TC> among others, the following honorable and highly 
gratifying reasons :— 

• " As the choice which has fallen upon you is totally un- 
influenced by any private exertions in your behalf, and is 
only owing to yonr elevated character as a magistrate, and 
the eminent services which you have rendered to society in 
general, and to the West India Colonies in particular, by your 
admirable Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis ; we hope 
much, Sir ; we expect every thing that energy and ability 
can effect. 

As part of a great commercial nation, die trade of the Port 
of London, the emporium and mart of ships from all quarters 
of the globe, bad now increased to a gigantic 
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With this increase of widely extended commercial intercom* 
affording, from the immense quantify of property oonsfrnflly 
importing and exporting, great facilities for the practice 'of 
all species of fraud and depredations, considerable plofnder 
was daily and nightly committed, to the great loss not only 
of private property, but to the detriment of the fair public 
ifcvetiue of the country. So Herculean was the mifccMef 
produced from this source, that the ship-owners formed asso- 
ciations for the protection of their property on the Thame*; 
and it therefore required efforts and means equally Herculean 
to combat the difficulties opposed to the application of remedies 
for this destructive evil. --'■ 

The characteristic firmness of Mr. G6lquhoun — the repu- 
tation he had acquired for municipal regulations— the 
success which had resulted from the adoption of his 
suggestions in his admirable work on the Police of the 
Metropolis, induced the West India Merchants to solifcit 
his aid, at the close of the year 1797, to derise and 
superintend the execution of a plan for preventing these 
great depredations on public and private property. 'Hie 
loss to the public revenue made it also a great object of govern- 
ment to remedy the evil. In consequence of this application* 
Mr. Colquhoun immediately applied his thoughts to the 
subject of marine police, under the sanction and with the. 
co-operation of his Majesty's Home Secretary of State- 
Consistently with the necessary previous investigation *nd 
labour, and with the great difficulties by which the subject 
was surrounded, he promptly produced a plan to govern- 
ment and to the merchants, which received their full appro- 
bation : and, under their sanction, he superintended its exe- 
cution without fee or rezcard* 
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in this arduous undertaking, he was engaged for more toon 
two years and a half, and the perilous labour to which he 
gratuitously subjected himself upon this object, - will be best 
ieen and understood by a reference to his Treatise on the Police 
of the River Thames, published in 1800 — a work fraught 
with the most comprehensive information on the subject, and 
with suggestions, plans, and observations, highly beneficial 
in a practical point of view, to all . the shipping interests. 
It completed the statements given on this subject in. the 
Police of the Metropolis* Accordingly, immediately on its 
publication it was hailed as an era in police establishments, 
and the different Reviewers were almost at a loss for words 
to express their high opinion they entertained of the merits of 
thoe labours. " The benefits," said they, " likely to result 
from his labours will not be confined to this country alone,, 
but must extend in their operation to navigators, traders, 
manufacturers, and agriculturists, in ev^ty part of the civilised 
world, who may have any connection, however remote, with 
the commerce of the port of London." — London Review. 

This prediction was very soon verified ; for, after the 
system had received the sanction of government, arid afte- 
e&perienre had pointed out to Mr. Colquhpun the improve* 
meats best calculated to render the institution most generally 
beneficial in every way, whether public or private, be framed 
a Bill which fixed the establishment of the Thames Police 
Office by the Act of the 40th of his Majesty ; and thus, 
as the British Critic well and truly observed, Mr. Colquhoun 
nay be considered as the Parent of this system of Marine 
Police. The great beneficial effects which were felt by the 
trading interests cwnected with the Port of London, gave 
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<«till 4 more complete fulfilment of lUe prediction ia the dis- 
tinguished notices, thanks, and more solid marks of honour, 
be received fiom judges diflfestnt shipmasters ia the Port 
of London, from the American, Low Country, Hamburgh, 
aqd West India Merchants, tile body of Wharfingers, and 
different trading companies. To enumerate the -whole of 
.these public testimonies of gratitude for eminent services 
performed, and o£ high rapect for great abilities usefully 
employed, would extend far beyond the limits which can 
be alloted to this biographical sketch; it would, at the same 
time, be an act of injustice to the individual, a* well as to 
the highly respectable characters who gave thai* testimonies, 
not to subjoin some* q£ the most pre-eminent-- 

In September, 1796,; four mta were tried and conriatod 
at the Old Bailey > for Mealing coffee from, a store-ship in the 
River Tbaiqes. Th^ JUtfd Chief Baron in summing up 
thft evidence, made \hv following complimentary remarks-*^ 
" That th^ late Institution of th?> Mat iw; Police had sprang 
from the exertions of one of Q\c -best Magistrates that ever 
Uved ia tbifr or any *tber country; and who hast not confined 
W$ime^torip«#rQXWtiwiai to, th<^ qa/ryiag: into execution such 
law&as are entrusted*, to hi? car?,, but who has: also felt it his 
daty and made it h#0 ; pracU$e to ; suggest such other* aB base 

4pf«wedtaJiimli^y to be «dut^»y tp the public-" 

■ 

" Merchant Seaman's Office, 
- Mardt 24th. 1800. 
- Mm Coqwaittee of Merehnafr iaLondbny for taking into 
OSgsidtiatvm the bringing a Bitti-into Parliament for. ex* 
tending U>^ Marine Eolm of tfafa River Thames, to the 
whole Trade of the Port of London— 
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PRESENT, 

Edward Forster, Esq. II Abraham ljlofctrts, Esq. 

John Brickwobd, Esq. j Thomas Bonar, Esq, 

Robert Thornton, Jun. Esq. x Beeston Lony, Esq. 

,John Dunnage, Esq. J John Turnbull, Esq. 

Resolved, 

That the Chairman be requested to convey to Patrick 
-Colquhoun, Esq. 'the thanks of this Committee for his 
obliging communication, as well as for every instance of 
attention he has given to this business." 

The different ship-masters of the Variotis tr&des gave fall 
and ample testimony of the great utility and advantages 
derived from this Institution; stating, thaiuhtil its establish' 
jnenty the cargoes And stores of their ships, while delivering 
and taking in, were constantly subject to plunder by various' 
description of plunderers on the River Thames, but that' 
they have since experienced the greatest sttutity in their 
property on Vie river; and stlso expressing an opinion, that 
great and extensive benefits hare therefore resulted to his 
Majesty's revenue. The West India Merchants also trans- 
mitted to Mr. Colquhoun, at different Meetings, through 
the hands of their Chairmen, Lord Penrhyn and Beeston 
Long, Esq. their (hanks and acknowledgments for his zeal, 
ability, and perseverance in forming and superintending" 
the Marine' Police Institution, and which was followed up - 
by a more substantial proof of their regard in the following 
handsome testimony, voted at a meeting held 15th August, 
• 1800. 

u That the (hanks of this meeting be presented to Patrick 
Colqtirrrjurf, j?sq. ftrr bis cottstaitt afid tfflmrfitfed attention: 
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to the duties of the Marine Police Institution, which has 
been of material benefit in preventing the numerous depreda- 
tions on f he River Thames ; for his great assiduity in preparing 
a Bill for the establishment of a Thames Police Office, which 
has received the sanction of Parliament, and that he be 
requested io accept of a piece of plate value 500/. from the 
West India Fund for his services on this occasion." 

The same grateful feelings which pervaded the breasts of 
' the West India Merchants, were also exhibited by the Court 
of Assistants of the Russia Company, who at a Meeting 
held the 1 1th day of November, 1800. 

" OrtDEREP, 

" That the Governor be desired to communicate the thanks 
of this Court to Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. for the unremitted 
attention he has given to the Police of the River Thames,, and 
for the ability he has shewn in forming regulations for the 
proven lion of a most extensive system of plunder and 
smuggling which has long prevailed, to the prejudice of 
the trade of the port of London. 

• ! " * • • . ■ 

" That Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. be desired to accept 
of a piece of plate of the value of 100 guineas, as a testimony 
of the sentiments this Court entertains of the advantage the 
trade of this Company, as well as the general trade of the 
Port of London, has derived from the Bill for the Establish- 
ment of the Murine Police." 

fhe Secretary of State, in moving for leave to bring 
in a Bill for Legalizing the above Establishment, bcstowetl 
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high encomiums on that excellent and intelligent Magistrate, 
Mr. Colquhoun, with whom be had consulted, and from 
whom he had derived great information on the subject * 

To a person who reflects for a morhent on the multifarious 
affairs oi great national magnitude and importance, which, 
from the foregoing account, engaged Mr. Colquhoun's con~ 
stant attention during the periods J have been sketching, it 
would seem, that such were their urgency and d'fficulty, 
that he could not have afforded time for other occupations ; 
but such was the incessant activity of his mind, which 
thrilled to nothing but uniform and useful employment, that 
be gave also his attention at this time to the means of 
relieving the wants and improving the morals of the poor. 
. He therefore devoted a certain portion of his time for 
procuring accurate information, not only in order to establish 
regulations which might gradually improve their morals, but 
to discover the more helpless and- forlorn suffering. under 
extreme poverty ; that by relieving them with the bouiHy of 
the affluent, grateful feelings might superinduce better 
habits of morality. For (he attainment, therefore, of these 
objects, Mr. Colquhoun raised a considerable subscription 
hi 1795 and 1796; and as a great number of distressed 
families in every part of the metropolis, in consequence of 
want pf food, from the great price of the necessaries of life 
at this period, had pawned their working tools, bed clothes, 
and wearing apparel, without possessing the means of 
redeeming them, the money subscribed was usefully applied 
in Tecovering those pledges ; tjiis mode of proceeding not 
pqly enabled these suffering creatures to get covered frpra 

• See page 57 for the Secretary of State*! Speech already alluded to. 
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the Inclemency of the weather at a very moderate price, but 
again to procure their mechanical instruments of employments 

Notwithstanding the exertions which were made in the 
years 1795 and 1796, Mr. Colquhoun found in 1797, that 
much distress still prevailed, he therefore aided, as I 
have already hinted, in the design of distributing cheap and 
wholesome soup tp the deserving poor in the Eastern district 
of London, • where he then resided, and thus he was the 
means of affording relief to several thousand individuals.* At 
the close of this year he availed himself of the charitable aai| 
benevolent spirit which continued to prevail among the peace* 
fnl and exemplary Society of Quakers, and other benevolent 
individuals whose Christian like efforts he assisted in, laying 
the foundation of various Soup-houses, the beneficial effects 
of which were greatly felt in the scarcity which prevailed. 

While Mr. Colquhoun was thus actively employed in his 
civil capacity, both as a magistrate and as a friend to the 
poor, the University qf Glasgow, (to Ibe town he bad bees, 
as we have already seen, a great benefactor,) was not 
unmindful of his literary merit, for they this year voluntarily 
confered upon him, the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, 
signed by all the Professors of the University. The very 
honorable and potent reasons given for this proceeding by 
the Professors, render it an act of justice that the diploma 
should be subjoined; 

thnnibus has literas visum 

Senatus Academic Glasguensis 
Salutem 

i 

Com nobis succarrtt de exiniio vtro Patricio Colqnbcran, arari- 
gcro, qui Primarium olim in, hac nostra civitate roagistratum, 

See page 19. 
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magna cum latfde gelsit et postee per oenrplnres hos atmot gra?issU 
mom Regii Pacisa Guratorts* vei Juttieiarri munos a pud Loftdioea- 
ses .explevit et adhuc feliciter et magno o«b civhtm oamatee-d 
explet, nos, virum egreginm tamdiii Legum lnterpretem integer- 
rimum et acerriraum vindicem, omnino dignum judieatimua qtit 
summis in Jure et Legibus honoribus Academicis iasigniatiir, 
Noverint itaque omnes homines quorum nosse interest no*, ipsnm 
Patricium Colquhoun armlgerum, fecisse, cred&se, coatituisse Juns 
Legumqae Doctorem et Magistrum, prout hisce. prse&entibus nostril 
liter is eum Juris Legumqae Doctorem creamus, constituimus et 
remmciamus, eique omnes dignitates, Immunitates et Privilegta 
concedrmns, quibus Jures Doctores ubivis terrarum gaudere soieet 
In quorum fidem his literiff commdfti tJniversitatis Sigillo munUis 
aoniina nostra aubaeripsiraus. 



Datum Glasgow die 
Vicksimo quarto Octobrift 
Anno aerae Christianse 1797. 



ARCHIBALD DAVIDSON, 
Vice Cane, et Collegii Prtfefectus. 



Gtilielnfttos Lockfeait, 
Rete Findky, 
Jeanes Millar, 
Pat: Cumitf, 
Gul: Richardson, 
Jo: Young, 
tL Macleod, 
Pat: Wilson, 
Geo: Jardine, 
Jac: Jeffrey, 
Jac: Millar, 
Rob*. Frere, 
Jae: Milne, 



FF. Decamus-. 
S. S. Tneot: Prof: 
J. U. P; 

Litt: Orient: P: 
L. H. P. 
L. G.P. 
Hist: Prof: 
Aatr; Prae: Prof: 
Leg : et Rhet : Pref * 
Anat: et Bot: Ptof; 
Math: Prof: 
Med: Prof: 
Phil; Mor: Prof: 
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- In 1798, Ml 1 . Colquhoun removed bis residence to West- 
minster, in consequence of being appointed a Magistrate bf 
Queen Square Office, and here the same vigilant benev6len£e 
for the Bufferings of the poor, track'd bis progress, and bis 
removal was not one to ease and idle tranquility; and indeed 
such a state would be painful to one whose spirit always 
delights to luxuriate in the promotion of virtuous indus- 
try. He here found in the populous parishes of the 
liberties of the City, the same distresses prevailing as in 
the Eastern district, and by an appeal to the efficient 
humanity of the inhabitants, he was enabled to extend the 
benefit of a Soup House to this district of the Metropolis; 
These weighty and useful efforts soon attracted the attention 
of Government, and Mr. Colquhoun, at the close of the ye&r 
1799, at the request of the Privy Council, bestowed much 
of his valuable time in forming sonp bouses, and economising 
human food: The receipts and instructions which he drew up 
for the latter purpose, were printed and circulated by His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, and thus the know- 
ledge of the system so successfully practised in the Metro- 
polis, was diffused throughout the Island. He thus largely 
contributed to diminish the unnecessary waste and ex- 
penditure of food, at a lime of scarcity, and thus by increasing 
the quantity of the means of subsistence, tranquilized the 
feelings and soothed the minds of those who were irritated 
by the want and the high price of sustenance. 

In the same year, the unruly and populous districts of 
Wapping, Shad well, and St. George's effectually felt also 
the force of Mr. ' Colquhoun's energetic activity in their 
behalf. He was also well known here, as he then pro tempore 
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Wded as a Magistrate, in bringing to a system the Marine 
Police scheme. By his exertions, & large pecuniary fund 
Was raised, by which a large soap hoUse Was established, 
'which under very pressing circumstances, supplied a con* 
biderable quantity of cheap and rtutritlous food to a body 
of people who from their habits Would have caused trouble* 
some riots, but who Were thus tranquilteed into quietism. 
From the pressor^ of the wat, and the effects of an unpro 
thictive h&tvest, the distresses became still more urgent 
in the subsequent year of "1800. There Was no part of the 
metropolis, Which did not call for and receive the benefit 
of Mr, ColquhotftTs Unexampled exertions. The utmost 
economical cam was required In dispensing cheap substitute* 
for bread ; and he had the merit at the close of this year, 
of suggesting, and of Ultimately carrying into effect, 
a large s tip ply of h&ringfe and other cheap fish for the 
relief of the poor of the Metropolis, and of the districts in 
its vicinity. In thefce exertions, he had the hearty co-oper- 
ation of the Society for bettering the Condition of the Poor. 
This distribution offish was afterwards, thro 9 the interference 
of Government, extended to many of the more distant and 
populous districts of England. It accords, I am sure, with the 
strict justice of Mr. Colquhoun's mind, that I should 
state the acknowledgements which are due to the great services 
tendered to the public at this time by Nicholas Vansittart, Esq. 
Sir T. Barnard, and other members of the subcommittee for 
conducting the Pish Establishment. It is a matter that must 
not be passed over in silence, or rather that should be men- 
tioned with merited applause, that Mr. Colquhoun, during 

F 
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(bis alarming period, disinterestedly abandoned .every pur- 
suit of a private nature; and not only generously contri- 
buted in pecuniary aid to the utmost of bis power, but 
devoted all the time he could spare from his official duties, 
in obviating these evils, which would inevitably arise from 
multitudes collected together without the. means of adequate 
subsistence for themselves and their children. For these 
services respecting the fish establishment, the Society for 
bettering the Condition of the Poor, voted him their vgarm 
acknowledgements iu the following handsome manner: 

" At a meeting of the Committee, 13th December, 1800, 
the Lord Bisliop of Durham in the Chair. 

Resolved Unanimously — 

On the motion of Sir John Cox Hippisley, Bart, that the 
thanks of the Committee be given to Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. 
for the suggestion of his plan for the supply of corned 
herrings to the' Metropolis, and also for the arrangement 
with which the said plan has been carried into execution ; a 
measure from which the most extended and beneficial effects 
have already been, and are likely to be experienced by the 
industrious labouring! classes."— 
Extracted from the minutes. 

RoBEKT GlLLAM, Clerk. 

And in the subsequent year* as a compliment to him, as 
the resolution expressed it, for bis unremitted and successful 
attention, he was voted a member of the Society, and of the 
general committee, for life. 
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The result of these gigantic exertions, in which va$t 
numbers of the benevolent inhabitants of the Metropolis 
meritoriously co-operated both by pecuniary and per- 
sonal aid, was the relief and tranquility of vast multitude* 
of the lower orders, of the. people, who under the pressing 
of extreme and universal distress, would have broken out 
into various destructive excesses. So extensively beneficial 
bad Mr. CoIquboun*» exertions proved,, that at a General 
Meeting of the Merchants, Bankers, Traders, and othaf 
Inhabitants of the Metropolis, convened at the London 
Tavern by public advertisement, December .£$> 1800, to cose? 
skier; of the most effectual -means of continuing the relief here? 
tofore so beneficially afforded to the poor, on account -pf the 
present high price of bread, and other necessaries of life, 
their unanimous thanks were voted to Mr^ Colquljeu? for 
his Able assistance, and were transmitted £o, him by Wittiaj* 
Devaynes, Esquire, M. P. their chairman: and, in the ma* 
year, he received the unanimous thanks of his own Parish 
of Westminster, for his unwearied exertions, once in J*ly^ 
and again in April, on the motion of Wiiliaas, Wilberforce* 
Esquire, M. P. the Rev. Dr. Fines in the chair. . .,«';.» 

But it would be almost endless to enumerate the grateful 
emotion* which pervaded all ranks of society in the Metropolis 
towards him, for those multifarious and incessant occupations 
witl} which b$ filled all his time, in devising means, and in 
procuring money for relieving the indigence erf the laboariflg 
classes, at those di^ewog periods*, From the yea,r 139% 
down to the time of his life at which I am now writing, viz: 
1801, he received the warmest expressions of gratitude: 

From the Parishes of St. Peter and St. Michael, CornhilL 
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From the Committee of the Society for supplying the Poox 
during the year 1797. 

From the Committee for the relief of labourers and others, 
Who had been compelled to pawn their clothes, tods, &c. 
in 1797, by Sir John Call, their Chairman. 

From the Board of Agriculture in 1788, thro' Sir John 
Sinclair. 

■■• From the Parish of Christ Church, Middlesex, in Novem- 
ber 1800, and again in July, 1801 ; for the many and great 
Obligations- they were under to him, both in his magisterial 
and private character, they felt themselves particularly called 
upon to expres* their warmest gratitude for his most bene- 
volent and teutons perteVerence **nd exertions in behalf 
of the poor. 

'■■ In January of this year, the Freedom of the City of 
Edinburgh was Voted to him " in testimony, not only" as it 
is stated, *< of theit esteem for his great activity as a Magis- 
**ti*te, but for his late polite communications for the relief 
" of the poor." It was transmitted to him in a letter, couched 
in tbe following terms, from Sir James Stirling, Lord Provost 

oftheCity. 

f . . - 

■, . .. . ■ 

' *■ Edinburgh, 22d Juljr, 1800. 

>! '"fflr, •■■■■ " • 

«■* ■ ■ I have the honour to acquaint you, that on 

the v fifteenth of January last, the Magistrates and Cotnmoft 
43buncH unahimOUsly voted you the Freedom of this City. 
I have the pleasure to transmit you herewith your diploma. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

James Stirling, 

To P. Cofquhoun, Esq. Provo&t. 
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Thus* if at anytime the human breast Las throbbed with 
inward satisfectiortibt the good its owner had dofte-^if a just 
and manly pride has ever at anfy time been felt for honorary 
rewards justly bestowed^if a conscious and laudable dignity 
ever c]othed the human character* Mr. Colqfthoun has had 
the high gratification to know that at this period in the sattte 
year, and almost on the same day, when a turbulent spirit 
was ready to breqk Qflt on one side, and the cry of helpless 
beings, for sustenance, was imploring society on the tfther, 
meetings were held in the different parishes of London, to 
distribute by means which his exertions had mainly fur*-' 
nished, and upqn plans which his deliberative wisdom had 
suggested, the comforts of clothing and of wholesome nou<* 
rishment to the poor ; while at the. same time, with motives 
of grateful sensibility* they raised their voices with thanks 
to him their benefactor and their friend. The fears which 
distracted the minds of the nation, at this critical period, 
the storms which agitated the political atmosphere, the 
disputes which threatened to read asunder the government and 
the people, spread on the minds of all a prospective ghtfitf; 
In the midst of these fearful and adverse cioucU, which 
chequered the prosperity of the Country, Mfe. Cdkjuhoun, 
sat calm, dignified and philosophical, watching the direc- 
tion of the storm, and averting with masterly activity and 
jirfgnjent the force of its violence. In the confusion which 
sometimes prevailed at popular meetings, be wa& listened ta 
Vith attention and heard with respect. 

Jam pietate gravem ac mentis si forte vinun quem 

Cbnspexere sileot, arrectisque aniibus astant, 

tile fegit dictis animos et pectora mulcet. 

' '' Vktiftt Mum?. L 
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The officers of the Hamlet of Mile End New Town, had 
already on the S2d November 1800, expressed their ack- 
nowledgements to him for " eminent services and seasonable 
relief afforded them in their distressed circumstances 5" but 
the wretched condidpn of this district was so deep and 
awful, and multiplied in all the appalling shapes of poverty 
and disease, that it required no ordinary means to combat 
these frightful obstacles ; but such however was the eventual 
success of Mr. Colquhoun's efforts, and which are so well 
depicted in their acknowledgements tq him at this momen- 
tous crisis, and are expressed in such energy of language, 
that they are given entire, as transmitted to him by the 
Rev, John CpUingbani, Chairman. 

■ ■ 1 

(t Hanjlet, Mile End, New Town* 
"March 2d, 1801. 

- « The Trustees and Managers of the Affairs 

V of the Poor, belonging to the Hamlet of Mile .End, New 
« Town— 

'< Highly sensible of the great benefits conferred on the 
^ said Hamlet, unparalclled for its poverty, with peculiar 
"pleasure, embrace this 'moment to express their most re- 

V spectful gratitude for the* y^ry seasonable succour which, 
" through your benign exertions, has been obtained, whereby 
? three thousand, industrious indigent persons have been 
" repeatedly relieved ; who, for want of food and clothings 
" in all probability would have perished in their affliction. 
" Recollecting the scenes of distress to which they haye been 
u witnesses, and the timely assistance they were enabled to 
4' administer* they are at a loss for words to express tho 
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" grateful sentiments they feel $ under a lively sense of which 
" it shall be their earnest and fervent prayer, that a life, 
"bo truly devoted to the cause of suffering humanity, may 
" long be spared to enjoy the pleasure of doing good; 
" and that the blessing of the poor, the fatherless, and of 
" them who were ready to perish, may come upon you, 
" and every branch of your worthy and respectable family 
" in all its richest ^nd fullest extent/' 

In April of this year, he was elected an Honorary Member 
of the Edinburgh * Society, for encouraging the Industry 
and increasing the Comforts of the Poor — " in testimony,'* 
as it is exprest, " of their high sense of his useful and zealous 
" services, and as an acknowledgement of the obligations 
" under which he had laid the society, by his valuable 
" communications." 

r 

In this year also, Mr. Colquhoun, with a view to establish 
a correct system for conducting the business of the Police 
Office in Queen Square, and for the purpose of clearly 
defining the specific duties of the Magistrates, Clerks and 
Constables, composed a Constitution for the office, in which 
are inserted all the distinct duties required to be performed 
by the different functionaries. It contains full instructions 
explaining at great length the functions to be performed, 
with the form of a very solemn oath, to be taken by each 
Constable, with respect to bribery and corruption; also a 
table of the fees of the office, authorised by law, with every 
other regulation necessary for the good government of the 
Establishment. The details goto a considerable length, and 
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if sanctioned by the Secretary of Slate, wmld be df greii 
use in producing uniformity at all the other Offices* 

When the war was renewed in 1803, Mr. Colquhounj 
ti ho in addition to other gratuitous services, had for some time^ 
executed the duties of Chairman at the Court of Lieutenancy 1 
for the County of Middlesex, and who had also presided at 
fcdst of the numerous sub-division meetings in Westminster, 
such meetings .being fixed oh those days, when it was not his 
turn of duty at the public office, devoted his 'vacant time 
to this service. This service was highly important and 
laborious, not only from the pressure of the eate} under the 

* 

critical situation of the country, but from the act then past, 
for raising by ballot an army of 40,000 men; it became 
therefore necessary to make great exertions; which subjected 
him to much gratuitous labour and fatigue, by which hrt 
health was materially impaired, yet that consideration did 
not deter him from a regular attendance down to the 
present time, comprising a period of 20 years. 

Nothing connected with solacing the misfortunes of the 
poor whether in their circumstances, or their $itti&tion, seems 
to have escaped the beneficent attention of this praiseworthy 
Magistrate; for I find, that in this year, he received the 
thanks of the Committee of the Society for improving the 
condition of the Infant Chimney Sweepers, transmitted to 
feim in a handsome form by their Chairman, John Julius 
Angerstein, Esqi 

For the space of more than 89 years, Mr; Colquboun 
)ltesided at the Petty Sessions, for enforcing the payment 
of the Parochial Rates; during the first four years, he 
acted for the large Parishes of St. Luke's, Middlesex, and 
St. Leonard's, ShorcdHch, and occasionally for the Parish of 



Badkrtey } and fotihtlM SO*ythifV&* tM tJmW fofisfce* 
<tf St. Margaret's a*d St Jtfbn^ Wettninstetf* 4t1**y# 
to fating upon such days for Aft very extended gratiwitdttS 
employment, as dkl not interfere With Ms duties is U 
Magistrate, at the public offices. During the game totog 
period, be regularty attended the special meetiag* appointed 
for Licencing Public Houses in his district. 

MV. ColqohotfTi, as I have already bad occasion to 

mention, (arid it eaimftt be too dften enforced, oft afcttftiAt 

*£ its great utility when adopted,) vfl» ahrty* ansfons, n^i 

•ttly to counteract eiistmg ©times* but to emdiebt* tfttit* 

tefy origin* so as to prevent the* comnrisfcon. OM Of 

tfe most fertile sources, to whitih th<* increase of crime M 

ttf be attributed, is* fhe igriorance of thattclafts of the ldwe* 

rtrdete of the people, with' whom crimes originate, and by 

whom they are multiplied. By tgnorttiicey is tot me&nt thd 

want of the embellishments of Kteratnre, or of fitoe Writing; 

but of an early inculcation of Aose religions and moral priri- 

dplee, upon Which is founded the regulation of the passions 

by reason, by habits of virtuous employment and of general 

good cotidtat* Mr. Colquhoun therefore in contemplating 

(he sources calculated i& produce a corruption of rriorah 

among' the towei orders of Society; justly consider the 

almost total want of Education among the children of tfc* 

labouring classes^ as tending to lead to a greater urottiplkfcfc 

tion of crimes than even then existed. With anxious care, 

be promoted and carried into effect, in 1803, the establishment 

rfa schiool in Orchard Street, Westminster, for the edtoeatio* 

o£ fram three? to fcitt hundred male add female dnlditri; 
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being the first School founded on the principles of the Estab- 
lished Chprch. It has since been annexed to the National 
School, under extended patronage; and a new building * 
has been erected for this purpose, in the Broad Sanctuary, 
Westminster, capable of accommodating one thousand child- 
ren, who are educated according to the Rev. Dr. Bell's, 
system. 

The subordinate branches, as well as the higher functions 
of his more immediate and important duties as a Magistrate, 
also occupied his attention. Finding that Constables in 
general are ignorant of the correct duties of their station, 
as Peace-officers, as well as of what they ought to feel 
they are called upon to .perform by the rank they hold, 
he published in 1803, a fuller exposition of their duties, 
as it applies to modern practice, in a work entitled " A 
" Treatise on the Functions and Duties of a Constable; 
" containing Details and Observations interesting to the 
4i Public, as they relate to die Corruption of Morals, and 
" the Protection of the peaceful Subject, against penal and 
**■ criminal Offences." 

This work, being divested of all technical phraseology, 
so as to render it easily understood, not only by all officers 
of justice, and Constables, but by all His Majesty's subjects, 
has .proved acceptable to the public, as it is now out of 
print,, although a large impression was published. ..V s 

Mr. Colquboun's writings and public character, having 
made him known on the Continent of Europe, he was 
solicited in 1804, to accept the honourable situation of Diplo- 
matic Agent for the Republic of Hamburgh, which , he 
accepted on the express condition, which was afterwards 
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inserted in his Patent; " that he should never be re* 
" quested to do any act in his new character, which might 
" militate against the interest of his own country." His 
Majesty by his Exequator, confirmed and approved of tbtt 
unsolicited appointment; and Mr. Colquhoun has since 
executed the duties assigned to him, so much to the satis* 
faction of his constituents, that they have testified their sense 
of his services, by presenting to him at different times, two 
valuable pieces of plate. Such was the fidelity and exact 
promptitude with which Mr. Colquhoun discharged the 
functions of his Diplomacy for Hamburgh, that the whole 
Hans Towns were also induced to appoint him their Diplo- 
matic Representative in this country. * 

In the month of August 1808, with a view to the improve- 
ment of the Free School established in Orchard Street, 
Westminster, and for the assistance and encouragement of 
similar institutions in the Metropolis, Mr. Colquhoun pub- , 
lished a work on the education of the poor, entitled, " A new 
" System of Education for the labouring people, explaining 
" the plan that has been established for the religious and 
" moral instruction of male and female children, admitted 
" into the Free School, Orchard Street, Westminster, and 
" containing an exposition of the nature of the design, as it 
u effects the great interests of the community." 

This work has b?en very generally circulated; and from 
the attention since bestowed on the establishment of public 
schools, sanguine hopes are entertained that it may have 
proved useful. For many years previous to 1805, Mr. 
Colquhoun had frequently occupied his mind, as far as 
his other numerous and urgent avocations would allow, • 
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ij» reflecting 04 the laws respecting the poor, and o& tjieir 
practical effects, and he bad proceeded so far as to have 
Cpllected materials, with an intention at some future period 
of communicating his thoughts on this important subject to 
the public Thus bad Mr. Colquboun, foreseeing that the 
sutyect from its pressing magnitude must be soon taken up, 
partly digested an arrangement, when this year an eminent 
and leading Member of Parliament gave notice that he meant 
to introduce a bill for the improvement of the Pauper System. 
Without delay Mr* Colquhoun, attended more closely and 
particularly to the subject, and in the month of November, 
in, the ensuing year 1806, pubtybpd a work entitled, " A 
" Treatise on Indigence, exhibiting a general view of the 
f< National Resources for productive labour, with proposi- 
u Uons for meliorating the cpndiUpn of the poor, and for 
« improving the moral habits, and encreasing the comfort* 
«< of the labouring people, partioularly the rising generation, 
f c by regulations of Political reconomy, calculated to prevent 
*' them from descending into indigence, to produce sobriety 
" and industry, to reduce the parochial rates, and generally to 
*' promote the happiness and security of the community at 
" large, by the diminition of moial and penal offences, and 
f ' by the future prevention of crimes." 

In looking into this important work, we shall find that its 
great object is to shew, that it is not only an improvement 
of the poor laws, that is required to attain the ends in 
view, but that many collateral aids are necessary to produce 
that beneficial practical effect, which is so desirable. Those 
•aids are fully pointed out and explained, and among others 
the institution of a Provident Bank, is strongly urged a* a 
great national good. 
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I am the more disposed to advert with peculiar force 
to these institutions, on account of the just popularity 
ibey have acquired, and as they unquestionably originated 
with the Author of the Treatise on Indigence, and were 
actually recommended for adoption in Parliament in 1806. 
Whoever will take the trouble of reading the 4th chapter 
jof this work, will be amply gratified in finding not only 
a National Provident Bank proposed for the poor, but all 
the ramifications and means detailed, by which such a God- 
like institution, as it js truly termed, may be carried into 
effect. 

Had these Institutions been adopted at the time Mr. 
Oolquhoun first pressed them upon the public, several millions 
of money would have been by this time collected* the 
virtuous accumulation of honest industry, the resort for the 
period of need a$d distress: and it is hazarding no theo- 
retical conjecture to say, that this deposit would have 
been the means of a comfortable supply to very many 
distressed families in the present severe pressure from the 
want of employment. This is not the place for eulogising 
or enlarging upon the merits of Banks for Savings, but 
I cannot avoid quoting from the Treatise on Indigence, 
the following lucid and useful observations relating to this 
subject, which shew with what a prophetic and masterly 
spirit Mr. Colquhoun wrote on these institutions twelve 
years ago. 

" It is shewn in the progress of this work, that the virtuous 
u poor are subject to numerous casualties, incident to a state 
" of civilization, by which they retrograde into indigence, 
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" without any culpable cause. A national system, which 
" would enable this valuable part of the community, from 
u their own resources, effectually to provide against such 
u et degradation, producing unmerited misery and distress, 
*' would be a God-like work. To this class contingent aids 
u are peculiarly applicable, and it is thro' this medium, 
* c under a well constructed national institution, that security 
" is to be effected against the calamity of indigence, either 
a in the progress of human life, while labour remains in their 
u possession, or in old age, when it ceases, to be productive. 
" The great desideratum in political (Economy, is to lead the 
u poor by gentle and practicable-means into the way of bettering 
"themselves.* Establish a system that shall not only cori- 
a vince them that they have a stake in the country, as well 
u as the rich ; but that the Government and the Legislature 
" will place that stake on so secure and respectable a footing, 
cc that they may look up to it whh certainty as a relief in 
" time of sickness, and a prop to old age ; *■ and success 
" will be the result.* Include the Navy and Army in the 
€( same national design, that they too may partake of its 
"benefits, and that there may be an inducement to spare, 
"a little (while they can spare it) to prevent themselves 
a and their families from descending into indigence." 

* This Admirable observation, deserves to he written in 
letters of gold. 

• 
j* So completely verified has this been, by Government deben- 
tures issued to the Saving Banks bearing a regular interest of four 
per cent, to the depositors, that one is inclined to believe the 
idea was taken from this book. 
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Prom these ami very many other very valuable observa- 
tions, Mr. Colquhoun suggested that a National Deposit Bank 
should be established in the Metropolis, with branches ia 
certain districts in the country, conveniently situated, to be 
managed by a President and Directors, entitling the indi- 
viduals to the benefits arising from their respective deposits,* 
. With a view of rendering the Saving Banks more con* 
nectedly, and at the same time more universally beneficial, 
it is adviseable that a general amalgamation of the different 
Provident Banks throughout the Island should take place 
according to the plan originally developed and fully detailed 
by Mr. Colquhoun in his Treatise, a work which is handled 
in a manner in some respects new, and it contains on other 
subjects, many suggestions which appear to be of vital 
importance to the improvement of the morals, ami conse- 
quently to the increase of the comfort and happiness of the 
labouring classes of the Kingdom. 

.• During th« interval from 1806 to 1813, Mr. Colquhoun 
appeared to have employed himself in his various official 
duties, as a Police and Parochial Magistrate, as Chairman 
of the Court of Lieutenancy, in attending different charitable 
institutions, and particularly in collecting materials for his 
last great work on the Wealth, Power, and Resources of the 
British Empire. 

This work was published in the month of August 1814, 
and a second edition was called for in the month of March 
following. He appears to have been stimulated to proceed 
in this arduous and laborious undertaking, in the con- 
» 

* Treatise on Indigence, Cbap. IV. p. 122-3, 
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temptation of the peace with France, which took plat* in 
that year, for the purpose of pointing out the various 
resources which the nation* possessed for the occupation 
of a redundant population, augmented by the discharge 
of men employed in the naval, military, and other depart** 
ments of Government. This work, from the great mast 
of useful and well arranged information which it contains, 
will be perused with no mcoasiderafcte degree of intcrbst by 
all who are well wishers to the prosperity of the British 
Empire. The iadefetigable author has entered widety into tba 
great subject of political economy, which has never been 
discussed in the same manner, in his important and useful 
details, he has comprized almost every species of informatioai 
Which the Statesman, the Country Gentleman, the Merchant, 
the Manufacturer, and the Political Economist, strictly sor 
called, may wish to acquire,; at the same time as a general 
book of reference on all subjects connected with the prosperity 
of the country, it must be considered as a veiy. valuable 
acquisition to British literature. It has already been, trans* 
lated into the German and some other foreign languages, 
and has greatly attracted the attention of foreigner* in elevated 
stations of life; and there are just grounds for believing that it 
highly appreciated by the Statesmen of this country. It it 
impossible to examine this very important production, witfiv 
out being filled with astonishment at the labour which must 
have been exerted in compiling the tables, and bringing such 
a vasriety of subjects, teplete With truly usefnl information, 
under the eye of the reader. Under whatever circumstance, 
and in whatever way we contemplate Mr. Colquhoun's 
powerful and energetic efforts, whether we look to the well 
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litaed and valuable productions of his pen, whfether we 
examine his labours for the distract, whether we see lam 
clothed with magisterial honour, in the dispensations of 
justice, in superintending the erection and management' df 
schools, wc shall find his actions tending to one great object; 
the general improvement and prosperity of his cou ntry : hit 
efforts have all contributed to meliorate the condition of tW 
poor, to prevent moral and criminal offences by the promotion 
of religious and moral habits, industry, education, knotf* 
ledge, loyalty, good government, and in short all those 
relative and positive moral attributes and duties which mainly 
tend to increase the wealth, power, and resources of the 

British Empire. \ .' 

■ . • * 

\ ... 

Mr. Colquhoun, in his domestic arrangements, sacrifices 
nothing to outward shew and ostentation, but much tor 
rational, sober and solid hospitality. During the long period 
of 48 years, that he has stood at the head of a family, 
not only some of the most distinguished members of society,! 
where he has resided, but Foreigners of high rank, and 
respectable individuals from almost every quarter of the 
British Empire, have been at different times his guests. 
He had the honour to be known to the late Dr. Robertsdn, 
Mr. Gibbon, Mr. Burke, and Dr. Adam Smith, the tw# 
last have partaken of his hospitality ; and at this time an 
assemblage of highly respectable and intelligent persons 6f 
all ranks from different quarters of the world, is generally 
to be found at his table. 



H 
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t .After a long life, devoted in a great measure to the puUic 
$>r the last 39 years, during which period Mr. Colquboun 
fcas transacted business with all the Prime Ministers who 
^ave presided over the affairs of the country, he now finding 
hipjself incapable frpm age and declining health to execute 
$U the different important duties, which under the peculiar 
circumstances of a Magistrate, he may be called upon to 
jp^rform, has considered it a duty he owed bis country, 
toxnajte room for a successor of more bodily strength. In the 
J^jtU- and unimpaired possession Qf all his intellectual powers, 
whkh have, been so constantly exerted for many years, 
ty? therefore for the above reasons offered his resignation, 
as one of the Magistrates assigned to preside at the Public 
Office in Queen Square, in the month of October, in the 
last* year ; but His Royal Highness the Prince Regent did 
g^t accept it officially until the 5th January ; since which 
fyfcr. Colquhoun has received an official letter from His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stale for the Home De- 
partment, of which, the following is a copy : the original 
is in hi* JUordsbip's own hand writing. 

» 

Whitehall, 3th January, 1818. 

As you have determined from your advanced 
age to retire from Unofficial situation at fita Police Establish* 
fluent qf Westminster, which you have long usefully filled* 
IthinJk it incumbent upon me to express to yea the high 
sense entertained by His Majesty's Government, of youv 
public services, and especially of the manner in which you 
discharged your duty as a Magistrate, 1 assure you it is 
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with great pleasure that I express ray concurrence in these 
sentiments ; and I beg you will accept my best wishes For 
your health and happiness. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your very obedient Setvant. ' 
(Signed) Sidmouth. 

It was naturally to be expected, as the due meed of activd 
service for a long period, not only to the public at large, 
but in the immediate district where he resided, that the hearty 
good wishes of his' neighbours would be expressed to hini 
on his retirement; accordingly, the united Parishes of St« 
Margaret's and St. John's Westminster, where Mr.ColquboiMi 
had acted as a Magistrate for 20 years, declared their feelings 
towards him in the following words. 

" At a meeting of the Governors and Directors of the Poor 
of the Parishes of St. Margaret's and St. John's, West- 
minster, held at the Board Room, on the 15th of January, 
1818. 

Mr. John Daniel, Churchwarden, in the chair. 

The meeting being informed that Patrick Colquhoun, 
Esq. had retired from the Public Office, Queen Square, 
as one of the magistrates thereof, and considering the essential 
services rendered to these Parishes for several years from the 
assistance affoided by Mr. Colquhoun, where his aid as 
a magistrate, could be useful, notwithstanding the important 
duties which necessarily occupied a large portion of his time, 
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. , it was resolved unanimously— 

That the most cordial thanks be presented to Mr. 
Colquhoun for his kind attention and assistance upon all 
occasions to promote the advantage of these Parishes, ^nd 
for his ready access and polite reception when the parish 
officers had occasion to consult him. 

,.. This Board sincerely hope that Mr. Colquhoun will in his 
ijetirement, experience that consolation to which he is entitled 
from the reflection of having unceasingly exerted himself 
in promoting the comfort and increasing the happiness of his 
fellow creatures. 

Resolved, that the foregoing resolutions be signed by the 
Clerk, and transmitted by him to Mr. Colquhoun. 

(Signed) Simon Stephenson. 



i» 



. Su.ch then, up to the present period, has been the inces- 
santly active service through which Mr. Colquhoun has p^st, 
in a long and laborious life. In taking a retrospect of this 
extraordinary activity, both of body and mind, it is im- 
possible to say more than must have been felt by the reader, 
whose progress of perusal must have been frequently sur- 
prised into a contemplation of the great force of spirit, ex- 
tensiveness of views, benevolence of intention, and consi- 
derable enter prize which entered into all his actions, 
planned from correct information, perseveringly continued, 
, .fluid finally successfully executed. With whatever important 
consequences the business may have been fraught, to what- 
ever magnkude, either unexpected or foreseen, it may hay/e 
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swelled, whether it involved the weighty transactions of 
a great empire, or only comprised the more trifling con- 
cerns of a private station, his mind being totally absorbed in 
contemplating the means of success, the same unruffled phi- 
losophic calmness tracked his progress to its completion. 
Like a broad and deep river, unshaken by the storms of 
heaven, wafting* to their destination, for the benefit of the 
owner, the rich stores with which it may be freighted. Thus 
individually promoting the welfare of others, and, what is 
not a little remarkable, the same industrious and gratuitous 
zeal marked his acts for the benefit of others, as for his own 
private emoluments. 

The same undeviating ardour of pursuit characterised his 
public proceedings. The accurate fidelity with which he 
has discharged the important and unsought-for trust of diplo- 
matic agent in Great Britain for Hamburgh, and ultimately 
for all the Han seat ic Towns, and for several West India 
Colonies, so honorably conferred upon him, evinces no small 
share of talent in the intricacies of diplomacy;* for during a 
series of years, when great and intricate commercial questions 
must have been agitated, he must have managed wilh con- 
siderable adroitness to reconcile jarring interests, to preserve 
conciliation among the parties, and to acquire to himself, 
by the ability with which these affairs were conducted, 
increased respect and esteem . Be it recollected too, that 
his Diplomatic exertions were made during the period of 
an unexampled war, when the country of his Constituents 
jras frequently convulsed by sanguinary battles, ahd altejr? 

* Sec pages 24 and 25— 44 and 45. 
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notety in the possession of the contending parties. That 
his extended and equitable view of commercial concerns, 
with the experience and knowledge he had acquired in 
deliberating on these affairs of mankind, enabled him to 
soften, as far as the blind heat of passion would allow, the 
asperities of contending disputants.* 

This country has felt largely and solidly the advantages 
of his labours, and she has the satisfaction to know, as 
has been already stated, that his services have not butthened 
the public with the smallest pecuniary sum. It is not 
easy, however, to estimate the pecuniary benefits the nation 
lias derived from the suppression of the excessive plunder, 
and of the illicit trade which had long injured the com- 
merce arising from the commercial intercourse of the Rivet 
Thames; but in a trade of unexampled magnitude, 
amounting (as Mr. Colquboun has shewn) to above sixty 
millions annually, during the war, and produced an an- 
jinal revenue of more than ten millions, it will be imme- 
diately acknowledged that he was most beneficially 
employed, when he had the boldness even at the risk of his 
life,+ and under great obstacles, to attack and annihilate as 

The study of mercantile transactions is of considerable value, it 
gives to your own the advantage of other countries, conciliates the 
amity of the Rulers of States, and produces a skilful management 
in all multifarious affairs. — Plutarch's Life of Solan. 

t -An Officer of Justice, standing close to Mr. Colquboun, was 
wounded by a shot fired by the Rioters, who attempted to pull 
down the Marine Police Office, Wapping, in October, 1799. 
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powerfully criminal fc confederacy as ever was formed of 
a similar nature in any country, by which the most extensive 
depredations were committed. 

The Secretary of State in the House of Commons, in July 
1800, on the Thames Police Bill, observed that, " Goods 
u to the value of seventy millions of money could not be 
" removed from place to place, without suffering great 
" loss; the depredations actually committed, however wens 
" far greater than such unavoidable losses — great to a 
"degree which no man unacquainted with the subject 
" could possibly conceive. The West India Merchant* 
" bad been so sensible of this, that they had entered into 
u a voluntary Association to protect their property, the 
" benefit resulting from which, has been astonishing* 
" The Public revenue upon Sugar was increased thirty 
" t/tousand pounds annually, by the prevention of depredation* 
" on thai article^ from the adoption of Mr* ColquhomCt 
" Plan"* There are good grounds for believing that it 
has considerably exceeded this amount, while the saving to 
the planters and merchants lias been immense. This augmen- 
tation of public revenue, and saving to private individuals; 
have not been upon one article only, but upon coffee, nrm, 
and indeed upon every species of goods imported and 
exported, and a considerable check has been also thus given 
to nefarious trade, carried on by the connivance and assist* 
ance of the Inferior Excise and Custom House Officers. 
Hence in every way have accrued large additional increase of 

* By referring to page 25, 26* 27, 28, and 29, of this Biogra- 
phical Sketch, the Reader will find how this Plan originated, and 
also some interesting facts relating to it. 
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(be income of the country, and of benefit to individuate. 
These great advantages may be fairly and with justice, 
included in the catalogue of Mi*. Colquhoun's public services. 

Upon the whole, if through the medium of Mr. Colqu- 
houn's personal exertions, and literary labours, prejudices 
have been removed, and plans have been already executed, 
which have produced .so much public benefits—If he has 
contributed during a period of public calamity and danger, 
to tranquilize the minds of the mass of the people, in a great 
metropolis, and to prevent in a considerable degree, those ex- 
cesses, a scarcity of food often produces — If in addition to this, 
he has devised plans, approved of by very high authority, 
for the improvement of the revenue, without increasing the 
public burthens, while at the same, time, they secure the 
person and property of the subject from violence and fraud, 
and (he public stores from extensive spoliation, it may be 
said in the fullest force that the terms can imply, that he has 
deserved well of his country. 

And here I cannot deprive either the reader or myself, of 
the perusal of the following lines, highly poetic and descrip- 
tive, and so apposite to the subject, by Henry James Pye, 
Esq. late Poet-Laureat, who was long acquainted with the 
object of his eulogy, and therefore was fully capable of 
appreciating the character of his friend, to whom also he was 
frequently indebted for advice and assistance. 

* I feel the just reproof— but, ab ! how few 

The goldeu path, that prudence points, pursue, • 

Who know to join, in- Wisdom's sacred band, 

The head retentive with the libVal hand; 

Who safe their bark from Avarice* quicksands keep, 

And the dire vortex of profusion deep ; 



* » 

When such I View, who; wftb fore-indgint; ear«*i 

Know how to scatter, and know when to spare; 

Who by ao selfish passion ted aside, 

OH toe false glare of ostentations pride : 

No pleasure e'er in vain expence can find, 

While lavish for the (rood of human kind. 

Whose time, whose care, whose bounties now ate giv'n* 

Free and extensive as the rains of Heaven : 

Now like the lucid streams that silent 6ow, 

Sooth by their healing power domestic woe; 

Such worth 1 bless as God's best noblest boon; 

An4 in the glorious portrait, hail Colqnhonn.* 

■•'"••' 

The compiler of this Biographical Sketch, craving the 
indulgence of the reader, for the imperfect manner in which; 
it has been performed, cannot conclude it better than in the 
following emphatic words of the late Dr. Letteom.t 

"When the importance of the morals of the community, W id, 
its influence on individual, as well as general happiness, is 
duly considered, one cannot but contemplate a public cha- 
racter, who with unceasing exertion, endeavours to promote 
every virtuous and charitable sentiment, with gratitude and' 

# * 

reverence;— a magistrate clothed with power to enforce obe- 
dience, but possessing benevolence more coercive than power ; 
who views with vigilance, to arrest its progress, every species 
of vice, and commiserates, as a man humanized by christian 
amities, every deviation from rectitude^ and reforms while 
he pities, is a Being clothed with robes of divinity. In this 
point of view, I introduce my friend Patrick Colquhoun, Esq. 

* Versetf on various Subjects, written in the vicinity of Stoke 
Park, in 1801. 

t Hints to promote Beneficence, Teraperence and Medical 
Science, vol. 1. p. 929. published in 1801. 

i 
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whose exertion* point to every direction where moral* require 
correction, or poverty and distress, the aid of active benevo- 
lence. As an indefatigable Magistrate, and as a polite writer in 
general, Mr. Colqnhoun is well known throughout Europe. 
1 introduce him in this place tys the founder and promoter of 
various institutions for supplying the poor in distress, with 
cheap and nutritious articles of food, to an extent truly 
astonishing, and without which, famine must have been 
superadded to. poverty. The enumeration alone of my 
friend's publications, must evince the activity of his 
benevolence, with which his time an$ fortune have ever, 
kept pace* — may the Reader endeavour to, emulate his; 
virtues: he will then not only diffuse happiness among 
the community, particularly of the lower classes, but ensure 
the Supreme enjoyrhent of it in his individual capacity/' 

, * In addition to the eleven different publications, mentioned 
at pages 11 and 12> the following list contains the Titk* of Alt* 
Colquhoun's other Works, besides many epaemereal production*, 
of great use at the time they issued from the press* 



1. An Important National Question relative to 
the Principle of Legislation introduced into 

the present Cora Bill. - Land. May, 1790 

2. Reflections on the Causes which hare pro- 
duced the present distress in Commercial 
Credit, with suggestions refeUve to the* 

means of remedying the evil in future. 1793 
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3. 



4. 



An Account of the Rise and Progress and 
Present State of the Charity School, in the 
Parish of St. Leonard's, Shoreditch 



i il 
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Observations and Facts on Public Houses* 

• ''''■.. 

interesting to Magistrates in any part of 
Great Britain. - - - 



5. A Plan for affording extensive Relief to the 
Poor, by raising a moderate Sum of Money 
by Subscription, to "be laid out in redeem* 
ing Pledges of honest Industrious Families, 
who have been compelled to Pledge their 

' Goods and Working Tools tor Subsistence 
during the late severe weather* 

6. An Account of a Meat and 'Soup Charity. ': 



7. Suggestions favourable to the Comfort of 
the Labouring People, shewing how * 
small Income may be made to go far in a 
Family, so as to produce a considerable 
Saving in the Article of Bread. Printed, 
mt the public expence* «• *•-«■' «■■ *"?' 



London, r 1793 



London, 1794 
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London, 1794 
1706 
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8. Treatise on the Police of the ^Metropolis, 



•ic-. 



explaining the various Crimes and Misde- 



2d. Edit. 1796 

. . mA , 8d. Edit* 1797 

meanours which at present are feU as U , 4th . Edit. 1798 

pressure on the Community, and suggest- J ^ ^ 1?g9 
ing Remedies, ..... X ^^i xm 
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9. Friendly Advice to the Labouring Poor, 
shewing 1 the great advantage in point of 
Health, Comfort and National Economy 
which may be derived from a new and 
better mode of Dressing Animal and Vege- 
table Foqd, with various Receipts. ' 1709 



10. Suggestions drawn up at the desire of the 
Lords of Council, and generally distributed 
over England and Wales, with a View to 
the Encouragement of . Soup Establish- 
ments, and containing Plans and Direc- 



; »< »■ » 



»< • » # M 
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tions for carrying them into, effect. ,, r 1799-1800 






11. State of Indigence in the Metropolis, with 
»• Propositions for a Pauper Police. - t „ .- . /J'9$ 

12. Treatise on the Commerce and Police of 

the River Thames, containing ah Historical . , 

Account of the Trade of the. Port of Lon- 
don, and suggesting means for preventing 
the Depredations • committed thereon* by .' 
• * Legislative System of River Police* ' . . . » ;,|806 



13. T Reports of the Proceedings of the Com-; 

*" mittee- at/Lloj^s Coffey House, "'{or tfte 

V l Relief of the Rnor of tj^e ' Metropolis, from . 

:/ . «t£ Origin in 1795, to t>e^emWt$fc con-' 

<-'i laming Aifid relies to the Benevolent and '' ; 

; Humane in Behalf of the Poor. -" ^ jgOO 
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14. Treatise on the Duties of a Constable, ,,: 
containing Detaila, interesting to the Pub- , ( • 
lie, as they relate: to the Corruption of 
Morals and the Protection of the Peaceful 
Subject against Penal and Criminal Of- 
fences. -. . - . - . * - . - . 1803 

15. A new and appropriate System of Edu- 
cation for the Labouring People, elucU 
dated and explained according to the' 
Plan which has been Established for die 
Religious and Moral Improvement of the 
Male and Female Children admitted into 

the Free School at Westminster,' cbntain- '" "'" 

ing an Exposition of the Nature and 

Importance of the Design, as it respetts 

the General Interest of the Community;' : 

&C. - ' t'.' r r - - ' ' J,v ' 1 '' -180(5 

16. l Treatise on Indigence, exhibiting a gemj- ; ^ 
aral Viesr of the National Resources for 
Productive Labour, with Propositions for 
Meliorating the Condition of the Poor, and 

for Improving the Moral Habits, and 
Increasing the Comforty of the labouring 
People, particularly the Rising Genera- 
tion, by Regulations of Political Economy, 
calculated to prevent Poverty from de- 
scending into Indigence: — to produce 
Sobriety and Industry:— to reduce the 
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Parochial Rates of tfcfe Kingdom, ind 
generally to proftttfc the Hap{ria*tt - T 'aja<i 
Prosperity of the OMttMmUy at largv^ 
by the dimunittoti <jf Moral and CrMftwi 
Offences, and by the future Pretonifife of 
Crimes «• "• W v ■» * ■ «• • ■■ * - - 
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1806 



17. Treatise on the Population, Wealth*. Power 
and Resources of the BriftUh Empire in 
every Quarter of tfie f World >r wcludi&g the 
East Indies. The Rise .and Progress, of ., % .,- 
the British Reyenue an4. } jBj* : Fumltyg, ... 
System, with Obsemtipns ,o^ the National 
Resources for the .Beneficial Employment 
of a redundant Popula^ipR,. ami fpr re^ . 
warding the Naral am} Military Officers* ->,/ 
Soldiers and Seamen for their Services to . . 
4heir Country during the late War ; with 
Statistical Tables constituted on a New 
Plan, exhibiting a collected View of the 
different subjects diseased tut the Wbtfci 
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